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Hashawha Environmental Appreciation Center 
And 

Bear Branch Nature Center 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To provide a quality experience for user groups and the general 
public in  

 
Environmental Education  

 
Recreation  

 
Lodging and  

 
Food Service 

 
while functioning in a  

self-supporting capacity  
 

These services will be provided within  
a safe, friendly, clean, and  

environmentally -conscious facility.  
 

 

 

 

 

ACCESSIBILITY NOTICE: The Americans With Disabilities Act applies to the Carroll County Government and its programs, services, activities, and 

facilities.  If you have questions, suggestions, or complaints, please contact Jolene Sullivan, the Carroll County Government Americans With 

Disabilities Act Coordinator, 410-386-3600 or 1-888-302-8978, or MD Relay at 7-1-1/800-735-2258.  The mailing address is: 10 Distillery Drive, 

First Floor, Suite 101, Westminster, MD  21157. 
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Directions & Map  

 

ANNAPOLIS:  Take Interstate 97 North to 695 West to 795 to Rt. 140 West to ward Westminster, 
approximately 15 miles.  Exit right on Route 97 North towards Gettysburg/Union Mills , travel approx. 3 1/2 
miles. Shortly after the 3 rd light, turn right on John Owings Road  and follow signs to Hashawha. 
 
BALTIMORE:  Take Baltimore Beltway 695 to 795, exit onto Route 140 West towards Westminster, exit right 
on Route 97 North toward Gettysburg/ Union Mills.  Travel approx. 3 1/2 miles .  Shortly after the 3 rd light, 
turn right on John Owings Road and follow signs to Hashawha. 
 
ELLICOTT CITY, COLUMBIA:  Take Route 70 West to Route 97 North to ward Westminster. Turn left onto 
Route 140 West, continue approx. 4 miles. Exit right on Route 97 North  towards Gettysburg/Union Mills,  
t ravel approx. 3 1/2 miles.  Shortly after the 3 rd light ,  turn right on John Owings Road and follow signs to 
Hashawha. 
 
FREDERICK:  Take 70 East towards Mt. Airy to 27 North  towards Westminster. Continue on 27 North through 
Westminster; turn right on Route 140 West.  Go through two lights. Exit right on Route 97 North towards 
Gettysburg/Union Mills , t ravel approx. 3 1/2 miles . Shortly after the 3 rd light, turn right on John O wings 
Road and follow the signs to Hashawha.   

 

GETTYSBURG:  Take Route 97 South through Littlestown, Silver Run, and Union Mills, turn left on John 
Owings Road and follow the signs to Hashawha.  
 
NORTHERN VA: Take 495 to 270 North, to 27 North towards Mt. Airy. Continue on 27 North through 
Westminster. Turn right on Route 140 West, go through two lights, exit  right on Route 97 North towards 
Gettysburg/Union Mills.  Travel approx. 3 1/2 miles . Shortly after the 3 rd light, turn right on John Owings 
Road and follow the signs to Hashawha.   
 
ROCKVILLE: Take 270 North to 27 exit  North, continue on 27 North through Westminster, turn right on Route 
140 West, go through two lights, exit  right on Route 97 North towards Gettysburg/Union Mills. Travel 
approx. 3 1/2 mil es. Shortly after the 3 rd light, turn right on John Owings Road  and follow signs to 
Hashawha.   
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INTRODUCTION 
 

On behalf of the entire Hashawha Environmental Center (HEC) staff, it is our 
pleasure to offer you the enclosed information, and  to tell you how much we are 
looking forward to your groupõs visit.  Our purpose is to provide the type of support 
that will make your stay an outstanding experience.  
 
Hashawha Environmental Appreciation Center serves groups and individuals as a 
resource for environmental education and outdoor recreation.  
 
In keeping with its purpose as an environmental center , Hashawha has taken the lead 
in demonstrating practical conservation measures for our natural resources.  Both 
traditional and innovative methods hav e been employed.  Hashawha is a participant 
in Program Open Space, Maryland Acres for Wildlife, and is a registered tree farm. 
Hashawha is also recognized as a Green Center and we are currently foresting a one-
acre parcel of Chestnut Trees in cooperation w ith the American Chestnut 
Foundation. A restored wetland with boardwalk is open to the public for educational 
and recreation al purposes.   
 
Those coming to Hashawha may expect to find the meaningful and pleasurable 
experience of seeing wide open space and the unlimited potential for learning about 
nature.  There is a healing joy and peacefulness that comes with connecting to our 
original ôrootsõ.  
 

When David Thoreau said, òI shall be glad if all the meadows on the earth were left 
in a wild state,ó he might have been describing the rolling hills and panoramic vistas 
at Hashawha, a Native American term meaning ôold fieldsõ.  Natureõs bounty and 
diversity have made this land a jewel.  Recognizing this value, the Carroll County 
Commissioners acquired the land in 1972 and set it aside for present and future 
generations to experience, enjoy and appreciate.  
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Description of Facilities  
 

Administration Building:  The Hashawha Administration Building is pictured on the 
front cover of the Group Leader Handbook.  The first floor serves as the dining hall 
and is used as a meeting area before and after meal service.  The dining hall has an 
ice machine with a water faucet designed for filling large drinking containers should 
you decide to bring additional beverages fo r your retreat.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Floor :  The meeting room on the second floor is called the Reptile Room.  It 
will accommodate approximately 40 people and is air conditioned.  Next to the 
Reptile Room is a smaller air -conditioned room that will accommodate approximately 
15 people and is equipped with a refrigerator and microwave.  Also located on the 
second floor is the group leader office.  This area serves as a location for group 
leaders to meet and also provides a small bed for sick campers.  This office has a 
locking medicine cabinet available for storing medications,  as well as a telephone, 
and an additional refrigerator.  A handicapped bathroom facility and elevator are 
also located on the second floor.   
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Thir d Floor :  Located on the third floor of the Administration Building is the Raptor 
Room.  This room will accommodate approximately 30 people and is also air-
conditioned.   
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Iroquois Building:  The Iroquois Building is centrally located between the cabin areas 
and is able to accommodate approximately 130 people.  It is equipped with central 
heat & air conditioning, tables, chairs, sound system, TV, DVD/Video Player, chalk 
board, movie screen, stage, piano, and podium.   This building is r eserved for groups 
renting three or more cabins.  It is the largest of our meeting areas, excluding the 
dining hall.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cabins:  There are five identical cabins which form a semicircle near the edge of the 
woods.  The òLó shaped cabins contain two bunk rooms, each able to accommodate 
18 persons.  The bunk rooms are joined by separate, but identical lavatory/shower 
rooms.  The cabins are winterized for year -round use.  A large open deck at the rear 
of each cabin provides an outstanding view of  the surrounding woods.  Two of the 
cabins have been renovated for complete wheelchair access.  
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Swimming Pool:  The Hashawha pool complex includes a changing area with 
restrooms.  The pool is accessible for people with disabilities and includes  a 
wheelchair ramp and accessible restroom.  (Outdoor pool available Memorial -Labor 
Day.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports & Recreation Area :  Adjoining the pool is the Hashawha Sports Recreation 
Area that includes a basketball court, volleyball area, baseball/so ftball diamond, 
and òtot lotó.  Groups must provide their own sports equipment, i.e. bats, balls, etc.   
 
Pavilions:  Pavilions are present throughout Hashawha for the convenience of and 
use by our clientele.  Pavilions have concrete floors and feature pic nic tables and 
grills.  The large circular pavilion and the pavilion by Cabin #5 both have electrical 
outlets and lights for night usage.   
 
Lake Hashawha:  Lake Hashawha is a two acre impoundment designed for multiple 
use recreation.  Fishing is permitted  on the lake, but only with artificial lures and all 
fish must be returned unharmed to the water.  Also provided at the lake area are a 
pavilion, floating dock, and a wildlife area.  Lake Hashawha is open daily from dawn 
until dusk for public use.   
 
Hashawha Wetlands:   The wetland area at Hashawha is located directly beside our 
lake.  The wetlands include both deep and shallow water marshes . A boardwalk, 
complete with three nature study areas, meanders throughout the wetlands for 
carefree nature observati on.  
  


